18::                               GREAT AMERICANS

was conducting some weird, wonderful, and smelly
experiment. The wonder is that he did not burn his
father's house down or blow it sky-high, but no such
unfortunate event occurred. Of course his pocket-
money did not run to buying many chemicals, so when
his supplies ran short, he \vent out and got a job, and
with the money thus earned he replenished his stock.

At that time Port Huron was already connected with
Detroit by railway, and one day, urged on by the need
for some ready cash, Thomas obtained permission to
sell newspapers to passengers travelling by train between
the two cities. This job was to lead to much greater
things, but at first Thomas was nothing more than a
newspaper boy.

He soon discovered, however, that.there was plenty
of time for other things. There was always a long wait
between trains at Detroit, and those hours, which most
boys would have idled away, Thomas spent at the
Detroit Public Library, where he read numbers of
books he could never have obtained at home. So Thomas
turned his leisure hours to good account, but still there
was a great deal of time wasted on the train, and he
hated wasting time. At the best he could only sell one
paper to each passenger, and when that was done there
was nothing else to do. Thomas thought longingly of
his laboratory. His work as a newsboy was interfering
with his hobby, so now, without obtaining permission,
he removed a large part of his laboratory from his
father's cellar to the van in which his newspapers were
carried, and thereafter, when he was not selling news-
papers, he carried on with his beloved experiments.